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Uprising signaled the end of the Qing Dynasty 
and the start of a democratic movement that 
we continue to celebrate and recognize. Dou-
ble Ten Day is a celebration of the birth of de-
mocracy and the Republic of China. 

I want to especially recognize the people of 
Taiwan on this important occasion. The 
strength of the relationship between the peo-
ple of Taiwan and the people of the United 
States is strong. I look forward to continue 
working to expand business opportunities as 
well as deepen our mutual appreciation for 
each other’s unique cultures. Exchange of our 
cultures is clearly evidenced on Guam, which 
is home to many people of Chinese ancestry. 
Guam continues to benefit from their cultural 
contributions to our community and the pro-
motion of trade and economic opportunities. 

Again, I congratulate the people of Taiwan 
on the 103rd anniversary of Double Ten Day. 
We celebrate this historic occasion with them 
and we honor their friendship with the Amer-
ican people. 

f 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT ACT OF 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 15, 2014 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of S. 1086, the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant Act of 2014. I would like to 
thank Chairman KLINE and Ranking Member 
MILLER for their work on this important legisla-
tion. 

The Child Care and Development Block 
Grant program is an investment in our future. 
We know that quality care can set children up 
for academic success, and helping families 
cover the costs of child care enables parents 
to keep working or train for new careers. 

S. 1086 sets new requirements to strength-
en child care quality. These requirements, 
which include background checks for federally- 
funded providers and yearly safety inspections 
for non-licensed providers, represent common-
sense measures to protect children. 

The bill also takes several steps to improve 
access to child care services. It will give fami-
lies certainty that their children can receive 
care for a full year, even if their income—and 
thus their eligibility—changes. And the bill will 
help providers budget for their businesses by 
making sure unpredictable child absences 
don’t affect their funding. 

Although I am pleased that the bill author-
izes increased appropriations for the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant program, 
far too many eligible families will continue to 
go unserved. Supporting safe, high quality 
child care requires resources, and I hope my 
colleagues will join me in continuing to call for 
increased funding for the Child Care and De-
velopment Block Grant program. 

f 

COMFORT WOMEN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, during 
World War II, the Japanese military forced 

thousands of women mostly from Korea and 
China to serve as sex slaves for the Japanese 
Imperial Army. Estimates vary as to how many 
women were involved, but most agree the 
number is around 200,000. 

These women were referred to as ‘‘comfort 
women.’’ But there was nothing comfortable 
about their role. The first so-called ‘‘comfort 
station’’ opened in Shanghai in 1932. These 
stations were used to satisfy the sexual de-
sires of Japanese troops. 

When demand outstripped supply, the Japa-
nese military responded by abducting more 
women in occupied countries. In other in-
stances, women were lured with promises of 
work in factories or restaurants before being 
incarcerated in comfort stations abroad. 

An estimated 75 percent of these enforced 
sex slaves died. Many survivors were left in-
fertile due to sexual trauma or STDs. They 
also suffered from depression, impaired anger 
control, and PTSD. These symptoms exist 
even today, over 60 years later. 

Since WWII, the Japanese government has 
been inconsistent in its message. 

Some officials insisted no women were 
forced into sexual servitude. Other officials 
claimed their role was ‘‘necessary.’’ Still others 
tried to discredit the few victims that are still 
alive. Japan would do well to accurately report 
the history regarding this tragedy. 

In 1993, the Japanese released the Kono 
Statement. In it, they finally confessed to forc-
ing women to work in military-run brothels. 

Earlier this year, the Japanese announced 
that they would be reviewing the ‘‘background’’ 
of the Kono Statement. 

It is time for Japan to own up to its actions. 
Covering these atrocities behind a smoke 
screen will not change the truth. The stories of 
these women have been well documented. 
Victims have a right to be acknowledged. After 
so many have died, the few remaining sur-
vivors deserve an apology. They deserve jus-
tice. This would help the diplomatic relation-
ship between Japan and Korea. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

CELEBRATING THE BIONEERS 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY SUMMIT CON-
FERENCE 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize Bioneers on the occasion of 
the organization’s 25th Anniversary Summit 
Conference, which will take place in October 
of 2014. 

Since Kenny Asubel and Nina Simons 
founded Bioneers, the organization has be-
come an important resource for innovators 
seeking to solve the world’s most pressing en-
vironmental and social challenges. Through 
the annual conference and various educational 
programs, Bioneers connects diverse groups 
of people to share new, creative ideas and 
generate positive change at local, regional and 
international levels. Bioneers has provided one 
of the planet’s primary incubators to help lay 
the foundation for sustainable and restorative 
alternatives to the environmentally destructive 
aspects of the modern global economy. 

Bioneers has been a vital tool for the people 
of California’s Second Congressional District 

and beyond, and I am confident that the orga-
nization will continue to serve as a leading- 
edge think tank for many years to come. 
Please join me in congratulating Bioneers on 
their 25th anniversary celebration and wish 
them many more successful years. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I was unavoidably absent during Sep-
tember 17, 2014. If I were present, I would 
have voted on the following: 

Rollcall No. 509: H.J. Res 124, ‘‘aye.’’ 
f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
RESOLUTION, 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday. September 16, 2014 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I sup-
port the inclusion of additional funding for the 
United States Office of Special Counsel, 
‘‘OSC’’ in section 124 of H.J. Res. 124. There 
is a critical need for ongoing oversight of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, ‘‘VA.’’ This 
section of the Continuing Resolution recog-
nizes that need by providing an increase in 
funding for the OSC. 

OSC protects whistleblowers government- 
wide who expose waste, fraud, abuse, and 
mismanagement. Since the House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs discovered the use of un-
official, unlawful scheduling lists at the Phoe-
nix VA Health Care System, VA employees 
across the country have stepped forward to 
report allegations of further misconduct and 
threats to Veterans’ health care. Whistle-
blowers have been at the heart of exposing 
misconduct and promoting accountability at 
the VA. Many of them have faced retaliation 
and threats from VA management. This has a 
chilling and crippling effect on our efforts to re-
store confidence in the VA. 

OSC has been inundated with claims of re-
taliation and disclosures from VA employees. 
OSC’s numbers are at record-setting levels. In 
the aftermath of the initial exposure of the VA 
scandal, cases from VA employees comprise 
over 29 percent of all OSC’s cases, which 
covers the entire Federal government. This 
year, OSC will receive over 300 more cases 
from VA whistleblowers than in the previous 
year. This is a massive increase for a tiny 
Federal agency like OSC. In testimony before 
the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
Special Counsel Carolyn Lerner told us that 
OSC had to establish a new priority intake 
system for VA cases. OSC also reallocated 
much of its small staff to deal with the VA in-
crease. 

Despite its small size, OSC’s efforts are 
making a tremendous difference. Its work has 
already resulted in relief for courageous VA 
employees who were retaliated against for 
speaking out about wait lists and improper 
care. OSC’s review of the VA Office of Med-
ical Inspector led to an overhaul of the internal 
oversight structure at the VA. 
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However, OSC cannot keep up with the in-

flux of claims and respond to them in a timely 
and responsible manner. The funding increase 
will provide the additional staff and related ex-
penses necessary to support ongoing inves-
tigations of misconduct and whistleblower re-
prisal. It will promote accountability and better 
administration of the VA. 

I thank Chairman ROGERS for his work to 
help cleanup the problems at the VA through 
increased funding of the OSC in section 124 
of H.J. Res. 124. 

f 

HONORING COMMANDER AUNDREA 
E. TAPLIN 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Commander Aundrea E. Taplin who is 
retiring after 21 years of faithful service to our 
nation in the United States Navy. 

Commander Taplin began her dedicated ca-
reer in public service after graduating from the 
United States Naval Academy in 1993. Al-
ready a distinguished Officer, over the course 
of the next 21 years, Commander Taplin 
served the Navy in a wide variety of roles, 
travelling throughout the country and over-
seas. 

Her assignments included Naval Air Station 
Sigonella; Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squad-
ron Light 47; Naval Legal Service Office 
Southwest; Commander, Naval Surface 
Forces, Submarine Group Nine, USS John C. 
Stennis (CVN 74); the Office of the Judge Ad-
vocate General and the Navy Office of Legis-
lative Affairs. 

Throughout her career, Commander Taplin 
has demonstrated a commitment to self-im-
provement, re-dedicating herself to her edu-
cation at various points. In 1999, she earned 
her Juris Doctor from the University of San 
Diego and in 2009 she earned her LLM in En-
vironmental Law from George Washington 
University. 

Commander Taplin has also earned a vari-
ety of awards for her outstanding service to 
our country. Her personal awards include four 
Meritorious Service Medals, three Navy and 
Marine Corps Commendation Medals, and two 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals. 

I commend Commander Taplin for her com-
mitment to our country and the sacrifices she 
has made on our behalf. On the occasion of 
her retirement, I thank her and her family for 
over two decades’ honorable service to our 
nation and wish her fair winds and following 
seas as she concludes a distinguished career. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HONOR FLIGHT OF 
OREGON 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the 50 World War II veterans from Or-
egon who will be visiting their memorial today 
in Washington, DC through Honor Flight of Or-
egon. On behalf of a grateful state and coun-

try, we welcome these heroes to the nation’s 
capital. 

The veterans on this flight from Oregon are 
as follows: Albert Azar, Army; Clarence Brace, 
Army; Howard Christopherson, Army; Jacob 
Egger, Army; Theodore Flaiz, Army; Henry 
Krebs, Army; Loyal Lee, Army; Richard Lovett, 
Army; Eddie Morris, Army; Henry Nelsen, 
Army; Lewellyn Renville, Army; Robert Strick, 
Army; Henry Tiano, Army; James Rose, Army 
Air Corps; Richard Smith, Army Air Corps; 
Frederick Parish, Army Air Force; Ray Bur-
gess, Coast Guard; Helen Hansen, Coast 
Guard; Richard Shettler, Coast Guard; Marvin 
Adams, Navy; Robert Bigler, Navy; Harold 
Candland, Navy; Paul Clayton, Navy; Byron 
Dougan, Navy; Joseph Fahey, Navy; John 
Faust, Navy; John Ferguson, Navy; Troy 
Grimshaw, Navy; Herman Hansen, Navy; 
Cecil Hector, Navy; Imer Henry, Navy; Richard 
Higgins, Navy; Marvin Johnson, Navy; Glenn 
Lewis, Navy; Robert Montgomery, Navy; Bob 
Moore, Navy; James Stangland, Navy; Gordon 
Stone, Navy; Neil Swarthout, Navy; Paul 
Swenson, Navy; Arthur Tooze, Navy; Gilbert 
Turner, Navy; Harold Wakefield, Navy; George 
Yates, Navy; Robert Ganson, USMC; Edward 
Kimball, USMC; Richard Mann, USMC; Harold 
Reeves, USMC; Albert Riney, USMC; Thomas 
Teela, USMC. 

These 50 heroes join more than 98,000 vet-
erans from across the country who, since 
2005, have journeyed from their home states 
to Washington, DC to reflect at the memorials 
built in honor of our Nation’s veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, each of us is humbled by the 
courage of these soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 
Marines who put themselves in harm’s way for 
our country and way of life. As a nation, we 
can never fully repay the debt of gratitude 
owed to them for their honor, commitment, 
and sacrifice in defense of the freedoms we 
have today. 

My colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these veterans and the volunteers of Honor 
Flight of Oregon for their exemplary dedication 
and service to this great country. I especially 
want to recognize and thank Dick Tobiason for 
his tireless work as president of Honor Flight 
of Oregon and trip leaders Erik Tobiason and 
Pam Kelsay for their efforts. 

f 

HONORING THE ANACOSTIA WA-
TERSHED SOCIETY ON ITS 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the Anacostia 
Watershed Society, a nonprofit organization 
based in Maryland and Washington, DC 
tasked with restoring the Anacostia River for 
the health and enjoyment of its watershed 
communities, is celebrating its 25th anniver-
sary this year. Since its founding, it has been 
cleaning the water, recovering the shores, and 
honoring the heritage of the Anacostia River 
for the benefit of all who live in its watershed 
and for visitors. 

Founded in 1989 by Robert Boone, the Ana-
costia Watershed Society overcame early 
challenges as it sought to raise awareness of 
the deteriorating health of the river and its wa-
tershed after nearly two hundred years of 

urban settlement and industrial activity. Mr. 
Boone worked with local activists and attor-
neys to take steps to turn the situation around 
by working to relocate plans to build a new 
football stadium away from the river, to stop 
the Navy Yard from dumping toxic waste into 
the water, and to end the flow of sewage into 
the river—a project that will be completed in 
2022 with the opening of underground tunnels 
built to capture and treat sewage overflows. 

During this time, Mr. Boone and program 
manager Jim Connolly were also working to 
raise consciousness in the local community 
about the river. Mr. Boone and Mr. Connolly 
hosted trash clean-ups, tree plantings, and nu-
merous public events to get Marylanders and 
Washingtonians engaged with the river and to 
promote it as a source of outdoor recreation. 
The programs and events they developed in 
the early days of the Anacostia Watershed So-
ciety set the stage for the many important ac-
tivities the organization undertakes today. 

Over the next twenty-five years, the Ana-
costia Watershed Society grew to become a 
powerful advocate for the river, its watershed, 
and the communities it benefits. The organiza-
tion has expanded to include four departments 
essential to its success: Stewardship, Edu-
cation, Advocacy, and Recreation. The Ana-
costia Watershed Society engages local resi-
dents of all ages in the cleanup and restora-
tion of the river while involving the community 
in advocating for policies to reduce and regu-
late the pollutants entering its waters. 

I have been proud to serve as an advocate 
for the Anacostia and its watershed throughout 
my time in Congress. My first association with 
the Anacostia Watershed Society was as a co-
sponsor of an Earth Day boat tour of the river, 
aimed at gaining attention in Congress for the 
Society’s advocacy efforts. Later, I was proud 
to work in Congress to promote policies au-
thorizing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
help restore the Anacostia. Throughout my in-
volvement with the Anacostia Watershed Soci-
ety, I have met many engaged and energized 
local activists who are deeply concerned about 
the future not only of the river but of our re-
gion as a sustainable place to raise healthy 
families. 

The Anacostia Watershed Society’s vision 
for the future includes a river that is fishable 
and swimmable—as per the Clean Water 
Act—and serves as an urban oasis and des-
tination for those in Maryland, Washington, 
DC, and visitors from around the country. I 
congratulate its members on twenty-five years 
of service to the communities of our region, 
and I look forward to continue to work with 
them to advance the Society’s mission for 
many years to come. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
FOR THE EL RIO COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER OF TUCSON, 
ARIZONA IN RECOGNITION OF 
THE OPENING OF ITS NEW CON-
GRESS HEALTH CENTER 

HON. RON BARBER 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition and celebration of the El Rio Com-
munity Health Center of Tucson, Arizona, 
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